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DISTMCT OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO WIT r 

IXf^rief CMCi OJfiM. 
Be it remembered, that on the twenty-first day of May, A. D. 1825, 
in the forty-ninth year of the Independence of the iJnited States of Amer- 
ica, Cnmmings, Hilliard, & Co. 01 the said district, have deposited in this 
office the tiUe of a book, the right whereof they claim as proprietors, 
in the words following, to wit : 

<' An Oration delivered at Concord, April the nineteenth, 1825. By 
Edward Everett.*' 

In conformity to the Act of the Coneress of the United States, enti- 
tled, *•*■ An Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies 
of maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of sach cop- 
ies, during the times therein mentioned:" and also to an Act, entitled, 
<* An Act, supplementary to an Act, entitled, ' An Act for the encourage- 
ment of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to 
the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein 
mentioned */ and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of design- 
ing, engraving, and etching historical, and other prints." 

JNO. W. DAVIS, 
CUrk of the Diitriei of Mattaekutetts. 



University Press. — ^HiUiard ^r Metcal£ 



Concord, April 19, 1825. 
Hon. Edward Everett, 

Dear Sir, 

The Committee of Arrangements have instructed mt 
to express their thanks to yon, for the very interesting ad- 
dress delivered by yon this day, and to request you to fa- 
vor them with a copy for the press. 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) N.BROOKS, I ^'^^ 



ORATION. 



Fellow Citizens, 

The voice of patriotic and filial duty has 
called us together, to celebrate the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of an ever memorable day. The subject, 
which this occasion presents to our consideration, 
almost exceeds the grasp of the human mind* 
The appearance of a new state in the great family 
of nations is one of the most important topics of 
reflection, that can ever be addressed to us. In 
the case of America, the interest, the magnitude, 
and the difficulty of this subject are immeasurably 
increased. Our progress has been so rapid, the 
interval has been so short between the first planta- 
ti(ms in the wilderness and the full development 
of our political institutions ; there has been such a 
visible agency of single characters in affecting the 
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condition of the country, such an almost instanta* 
neous expansion of single events into consequences 
of incalculable importance, that we find ourselves 
deserted hy almost all the principles and precedents, 
drawn from the analogy of other states. Men 
have here seen, felt, and acted themselves, what 
in most other countries has been the growth of 
centuries. 

Take your station for instance on Connecticut 
river. Every thing about you, whatsoever you 
behold or approach, bears witness, that you are a 
citizen of a powerful and prosperous state. It is 
just seventy years, since the towns, which you now 
contemplate with adihiration as the abodes of a 
numerous, increasing, refined, enterprising popula- 
tion, safe in the enjoyment of life's best bles- 
sings, were wasted arid burned by the savages 
6f the wiMerrtefes ; and their inhabitants by hun- 
dredS,-^he: old and the young, the minister of 
the gospdl, and the itttc*her with her new born 
babe,--wei'6 wakened at midnight by the warhoep, 
dragged from their beds, and marched with bleeding 
feet across the snow-clad mountains,-^to be sold as 
slaves into the cornfields and kitchens of the 
French in Canada. Go back eighty years farther ; 
and the same barbarous foe is on the skirts of your 



3 

oldest settlements, at your, own doors. As late as 
1676, ten or twelve citizens of Concord were 
filain or carried into captivity, who had gone to 
Hipet the savage hordes in their attack on Sudbury, 
in which the brave Captain Wadswprth and. his 
companions felL . 

These contrasts regard the« political strength of 
our country ; the growth in national rqsQurces 
presents a cuse of increase still more astonishing, 
though less adapted to move the feelings. By 
the laist valuation, the aggregate property of Mas- 
sachusetts is estimated at something less than 
three hundred millions. By the valuation made 
in 1780, the property of Massachusetts and Maine 
was estimated at eleven millions* 

This unexampled rapidity of pur national 
growth, while it gives tc^ oui? hi^ory n^ore than 
the interest of romaj[iae,»)i9avea u^-p^a,iu doubt, 
what is to be ascribed tq the ^ooperadon of a 
train of incidentS/and cbaraGtj$rs,;fpDoTdpg in long 
sQocession upon each other ; and what is , to be 
referred to the vast influence of single important 
eVeats. On the one hand, we think w^ trace a 
series of causes and effects, running ba^ck into the 
history . of the dark ages in Europe, and visibly 
ejLeBrtmg an influence ou the American .oolonies ; 
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and on the ather, we witness a rapidity, an ener- 
gy, a precision in the movements of the nation 
toward improvement and power, which seem to 
characterize the agency of individual evc^nts and 
men. In the fir^t view, we feel constrained to 
surrender up the fortunes of our country, as a por- 
tion of the chain of events, which lengthens 
onward, by blind fatality, from the creation of the 
world, and brings about, in each successive age,, 
the same routine of rise, progress, and decay. 
In the other view, we behold the action of a new 
and original political life, a fresh and hopeful 
national existence ; nourished, strengthened, and 
matured under the operation of peculiar causes 
of unexampled energy. 

That great, that astonishing incident in human 
affairs, the Revolution of America, as seen on the 
day of its portentous, or rather let me say, of its 
auspicious commencemetit, is the thecQe of our 
present consideration. To what shall we direct 
our thoughts ? On the one hand, we behold a 
connexion of events ; the time and circumstances 
of the original discovery ; the system of coloniza- 
tion ; the settlements of the pilgrims ; their con- 
dition, temper, and institutions; their sipgular 
political relation with the mother country ; their 



long and doubtful straggle with the savage tribes ; 
their collisions with the royal governors ; their co- 
operation in the British wars ; with all the influ- 
ences of their geographical and physical condition ; 
uniting to constitute what I may call the political 
national education of America, by forming the 
public mind, nerving the arm, and firing the heart 
for the events of that day, which we now com- 
memorate. When we take this survey, we fee! 
that we ought to divide the honors of the Revo- 
lution with the great men of the colony in every 
generation ; with the Winslows and the Pepperells, 
the Cookes and the Mathers, the Winthrops and: 
the Bradfords, and all who labored and acted in 
the cabinet, the desk, or the field, for the one 
great cause. On the other hand, when we dwell 
upon the day itself, every thing else seems lost in 
the comparison. Had our forefathers failed, on 
that day of trial, which we now celebrate ; had 
their vot^s and their resolves (as was taunt- 
ingly predicted on both sides of the Atlantic) 
ended in the breath, in which they began ; had the 
rebels laid down their arms, as they were command- 
ed ; and the military stores, which had been fru- 
gally treasured up for this crisis, been, without re- 
sistance, destroyed ;— then the Revolution had been 



at an end, or rather never had been begun ; the heads 
of Hancock and Adams and their brare colleagues 
would hare been exposed in ghastly triumph on 
Temple-bar ; a military despotism would have been 
firmly fixed in the colonies ; the patriots of Mas- 
sachusetts would have been doubly despised, the 
scorn of their enemies, the scorn of their deluded 
countrymen ; the cry of liberty, which they had 
raised from the shore to the mountains, would 
have been turned back in a cry of disdain ; and the 
heart of this great people, then beating and almost 
bursting for freedom, would have been struck 
cold and dead, and, for aught we can now reafson, 
forever. 

There are thos^, who object to such a celebra- 
tion as this, as tending to keep up or to awaken a 
hostile sentiment toward England. But I do not 
feel the force of this scruple. In the first place, 
it was not England, bat the English ministerial 
party of the day, and a small circle in that party, 
Ivliich projected the measures that resulted in our 
Revolution. The rights of America found steady 
and powerful asserters in England. Lord Chat- 
ham declared to the House of Peers that he was 
glad America had resisted, and alluding to the 
fact that he had a son in the British army, he 



added, ^^ that n^^ne of his blood should serve in 
this detested cause.'' Nay, even the ministers 
that imposed the stamp duty, the measure which 
hastened the spirit of America to a crisis, which 
it might not have reached in a century. Lord 
Manafield, the Duke of Grafton, the Earl of Shel- 
burne, Lord Camden, rose, one after another, and 
asserted in the House of Lords, that they had no 
share in the measures which were proposed by the 
very cabinet, of which they were leading mem* 
bers. 

But I must go further. Did faithful history 
compel us to cast on all En^and united the 
reproach of those measures, which drove our 
fathers to arms ; and were it, vol consequence, the 
unavoidable effect of these celebrations to revive 
the feelings; of revolutbuary, twi^s im the^ h<;>3om8 
of the aged ; to kindle those feeli]igs.an^w,,in the 
susceptible hearts of the. young ; it wo\^A st;iU be 
our duty^ on every bqcomiog occasion,, in the 
atrongest colors, and in the boldest lines, we cap. 
command, to retrace the picture of the times thsit 
tried men's souls. We owe it to our fethers, we 
owe it to our children. A pacific and friendly 
feeling towards England is the duty of this naijtion ; 
but it is not our only duty, it is not our fir^ duty. 
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America owes an earlier and a higher duty to the 
great and good men, who caijKSied her tp. be a 
nation ; who, at an expense of treasure,: a con* 
tempt of peril, a prodigality of Wood-Tthe purest 
and noblest that ever flowed, — of which we can 
now hardly conceive, vindicated to thk continent 
a place among the nations of the earth* I can- 
not consent, out of tei^erness to the memory of 
the Gages, the Hutchinsons, the Grenvilles and 
Norths, the Dartmouths and Hillsboroughs, to 
cast a veil over the labors and the sacrifices of the 
Quincys, the Adamses, the Hancocks, and the 
Warrens. I am not willing to give ^^ to the 
ploughshare the soil wet with our Others' Ui^od ; 
no! not even to plant the olive of peace in the 
l^rrow. 

There is not a people on earth so abject, j^^s to 
thdnk that national courtesy requires them to hush 
up the tale 'of the glorious exploits of their iathers 
and country naen- Frawe is at peace, with ^Austria 
and Prussia ; bat 3ha iioes not demolish her beau- 
tildl bridges, baptized with the names of the bat- 
tle fields, where Napoleon annihilated their arn)ies ; 
aor tear dawn the columns, moulted out of the 
accumulated heaps of their captiya artillery. 
England is at peace with France and Sf^v^t ^t 



does she suppress the names of Trafalgar and the 
Nile; does she overthrow the towers of Blenheim 
castle, eternal monuments of the disasters of 
France; does she tear down from the rafters of 
her chapels, where they have for ages waved 
in triumph, consecrated to the God of battles, the 
banners of Cressy and Agincourt ? — No ; she is 
wiser ; wiser, did I say ? she is truer, juster to the 
memory of her fathers and the spirit of her child- 
ren. The national character, in some of its most 
important elements, must be formed, elevated, 
and strengthened from the materials which history 
presents. The great objection which has been 
urged, and urged at the point of the bayonet and 
at the mouth of the cannon, by the partisans of 
arbitrary power in Europe, against revolutionary 
'and popular governments, is, that they want a 
historical basi$, which alone, they say, can im- 
part stability and legality to public institutions. 
But certainly the historical basis k of much greater 
moment to the spirit, than to the institutians of a 
people ; and for the reason, that the sfHrit itself of 
a nation is far more important than its -institutions 
at any moment. Let the spirit be sound and ferue, 
and it will sooner or later find or make, a remedy 
for defective instituticNis. But though the insti- 
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tutions should surpass, in theoretic beauty, the 
fabled perfection of Utopia or Atlantis, without a 
free spirit, the people will be slaves ; they will b^ 
slaves of the most despicable kind, — pretended 
freemen. 

And how is the spirit of a people to be formed 
^nd animated and cheered, but out of the store- 
house of its historic recollections ? Are we to be 
eternally ringing the changes upon Marathon and 
Thermopylae ; and going back to read in obscure 
texts of Greek and l^atin of the great examplars 
of patriotic virtue ? I thank Gfod, that we can 
find them nearer home, in our own country, on 
our own soil ; — that strains of the noblest sen- 
timent, that ever swelled in the breast of man, are 
breathing to us out of every page of our country's 
history, in the native eloquence pf our mother 
tongue ; — that the colonial ?ind the provincial coun- 
cils of Aoperica, exhibit to us models pf the spirit 
and character,^ which gave Greece and Rome their 
na^e and their praise ^unong the nations. Here 
we ought to go for our instruction ; — the lesson 
i^ plain, it is clear, it is applicable. When 
we go to ancient history, we are bewildered 
^ith t)ie 4Uf^r6Qce of maiyiers and ii^stitutions* 
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We are willing to pay our tribute of applause 
to the memory of Leonidas, who fell nobly for his 
country, in the face of the foe. But when we 
trace him to his home, we are confounded at the 
reflection, that the same Spartan heroisnl to 
which he sacrificed himself at Thermopylae, would 
have led him to tear his only child, if it happened 
to be a sickly babe — the very object for which all 
that is kind and good in man rises up to plead — 
from the bosom of its mother, and carry it out to 
be eaten by the wolves of Taygetus. We feel a 
glow of admiration at the heroism displaiyed at 
Marathon, by the ten 'thousand champions of in- 
vaded Greece ; but we cannot forget tfiat the tenth 
part of the number were slaves, unchained from 
the workshops and door-posts of their masters, to 
go and fight the battles of freedom. I do not 
m^an that these examples are to destroy the inter- 
est with which we read the history of ancient 
times ; they possibly increase that interest, by the 
singular contrast they exhibit. But they do warn 
us, if we need the warning, to seek our great 
practical lessons of patriotism at home ; out of 
the exploits and sacrifices, of which our own coun- 
try is the theatre ; out of the characters of our 
own fathers. Them we know, the high-souled, 
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natural, unaffected, the citizen heroes. We 
know what happy firesides they left for the 
cheerless camp. We know with what pacific , 
habits they dared the perils of the field. There is 
no mystery, no romance, no madness, under the 
name of chivalry, about them. It is all resolute, 
manly resistance, for conscience' and liberty's sake, 
not meriely of an overwhelming power, but of all 
the force of long-rooted habits, and native love of 
order and peace. 

Above all, their blood calls to us from the soil 
which we tread ; it beats in our veins ; it cries to 
us, not merely in the thrilling words of one of the 
first victims in this cause, — " My sons, scorn to be 
slaves ; " — but it cries with a still more moving 
eloquence — ** My sotis, forget not your fathers." 
Fast, oh, too fast, with all our efforts to pre- 
vent it, their precious memories are dying away. 
Notwithstanding our numerous written memforials, 
much of what is known of those eventful times 
dwells but in the recollection of a few revered 
survivors, and with tbem is rapidly perishing, 
unrecorded and irretrievable. How many pru- 
dent cbunsels, conceived in perplexed times ; how 
many heart-stirring words, uttered when liberty 
was treason ; how many brave and heroic deeds, 
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performed when the hall;er, not the laurel, was 
the promised meed of patriotic daring, — are already 
lost aqd : forgotten in the graves of their authors. 
How little do we, — although we have been permit- 
ted to hold converse with the venerable remnants 
of that day,— hotw little do we kqow of their dark 
and anxious hours; of their secret meditations; 
of the hurried and perilous events of the moment- 
ous struggle^- . And while they ^e dropping round 
us like the leaves of autumn, while scarce a 
week passes that does not cajli away some member 
of the veteran ranks, already so sadly thinned, 
shall we make no .effort to ; hand .down the tradi- 
tions of their day to our children ; to pass the 
torch of liberty, which we received in all the 
splendour of its first enkindling, bright and flam- 
ing to those who st^nd m]Kt us in the line ; so 
that when we shaU cpme. tp be. gathered to .the 
dust where our fathers are laid? we may say tp 
our sons and our grandsons, ^^If we4id not amass, 
we have notsquandered your inheritappeof glory ? " 
Let us then faithfully go bfEick to those all-im- 
portant days* Let us commemor^^te the events, 
with which the momentous revolutionary crisis 
was brought on ; let us gather up the traditions 
which still exist ; let us show the worl^, that if 
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we are not called to follow the example of our 
fathers, we are at least not insensible to the Worth 
of their characters ; not indiflfepent to the sacrifices^ 
and trials, by which they purchased our prod^per- 
ky. 

Time would fail us to recount the measui'es by 
which the way was prepared for the revolution ; — 
the stamp act ; its repeal, with the declaration of 
the right to tax America ; the landing of troops- 
in Boston, beneath the batteries of fourteen vedseb- 
of war, lying broadside to the town, with springs^ 
on their cables, their gun^ loslded, and matcfaeis^ 
smoking; the repeated insults, and finally the 
massacre of the fifth of Match, resulting from this? 
military occupation ; and the Boston Port-Bill, 
by which the final catastrophe was hurried oiii. 
Nor can we dwell upbn the appointment at Salem, 
on the seventeenth of June 17*?4, of the delegates' 
to the continental congreiis ; of the formation at 
Salem, in the following October, of the provincial 
congress ; of the decided measures, which were 
tafken by that noble assembly, at Concord and at 
Cambridge ; of the preparations they made against 
the worst, by organizing the militia, providing 
stores, and appointing commanders. All this was 
done by the close of the year 1774. 
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At length the memorable year of 1775 arrived. 
The plunder of the proviaciai stores at Medford, 
and the attempt to seize the cannon at Salem, had 
produced a highly irritated state of the public 
mind. The friends of our rights in England made 
a vigorous effort, in the month of March, to avert 
the treipendo^s cri^^s that impended. On the 
twenty-second of tha|; month, Mr Purke spoke the 
last word of conciliation and peace* He spoke it 
in a tone and with a power befitting the occasion and 
the man ; — he spoke it. to the northwest wind* 
Eight days after, s^t that season of the year wheii 
the prudent New England husbandman repairs the 
inclosures of his fields for the protection of the 
fruits of nature's bounty which ere long will cov- 
er them, General Gage sent out a party of eleven 
hundred men to overthrow th§ stppa walls in thei 
neighbourhood of Boston, by way flf opening 
and leveling the arena for the bloody cqntest he 
designed to bring on. With the saqie view^ ip 
the months of February and March, bis officers 
were sent in disguise to traverse the country, to 
make military surveys and sketches of its roads 
and passes, to obtain accounts of the stores at 
Concord and Worcester, and to comn^wicate with 
the small number of disaffected Ameripansi. These 
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disguised officers were here at Concord, on the 
twentieth of March ; and received treacherous or 
unsuspecting information of the places, where the 
provincial stores were concealed. I mention this 
only to show, that our fathers, in their arduous 
contest, had every thing to contend with ; secret as 
well as open foes ; treachery in the cabinet, as 
well as power in the field. But I need not add, 
that they possessed not only the courage and the 
resolution, but the vigilance and care, demanded for 
the crisis. In November 1774, a society had 
been formed in Boston, principally of the mechan- 
ics of that town, — ^a class of men to whom the 
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revolutionary cause was as deeply indebted, as to 
any other in Anierica,-for the express purpose of 
closely watching the movements of the open and 
secret foes of the country. In the long and dreary 
nights of a New England winter, they patrolled 
the streets ; and not a movement, which concerned 
the cause, escaped their vigilance. Not a measure 
of the royal governor, but was in their possession, 
in a few hours after it was communicated to his 
confidential officers. Nor was it manly patriotism 
alone, whose spirit was thus aroused in the cause. 
The daughters of America were inspired with the 
same noble temper, that animated their fathers, 
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their husbands, and their bretbreo. The historian 
talk m^ tb»t the first intimajtion coa^municated to the 
patriot^ €^ the. ii^pendiug commencemeoit of hos^ 
tiUti^v q»ine froift a daughter of liberty, unequally 
yokMiy^ithan^n^uny of her country's rights. 

A/V^itb^ aU these warmngs, and all the vigilance 
with which the royal troops were watched, none 
su{iposed the fatal mbrneu): was hurrying so rapid- 
ly oGu On Saturday^ Aprii fifteenth, the Proving 
cial Congress. a^oufi»ed their session in this place, 
to meat on the tenth of May. On the very same 
day ) Saturday the .fiftei^iith o( April, the companies 
of gi*ottadiers and light . infantry in Boston, the 
flower not merely of the royal gairrison, but of the 
British army, were taken off theiv regular duty, 
iMder the pretence of learning <a new military 
exercise*., At the midnight (following, the boats of 
the transport shipss whiuh haid^^beto pi^viiMisly 
nepaired, wexe iaunched, and moored for safety 
under the s^terns of the v/e^ sets of war. Not one 
of these movements,'— least of alU that . wliich todt 
place beneath the shades of midnight^ — was un«- 
obsecyed by the vigilant sons of liberty. The 
next momuig, Colonel Paul Revere, a very aetive 
number of the patriotic society just mentioned, 
was despatched by Dr Joseph W»rren to John 
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Hancock and Samuel Adams, then at Lexington^ 
wbose 3eizure was threatened by the royal gover- 
nor. So < early did these distinguished patriots rer 
ceive. the, intelligence, that preparations for an 
important movement were on foot^ Justly con* 
sidering, however, that some object besides the 
seizure of two individuals was probably designed, 
in the movement of so large a force, they counsel- 
led the Committee of Safety to order the distribu- 
tion into the neighbouring, towns, of the stores 
collected at Concord*. Colpnel Revere, ou his 
return from this excursion on the sixteentfi 
of April, in order to. guard against any ac- 
cident, which might make it impossible at the 
last moment to give information from Boston c^ 
the departure of the troops, concerted with jm 
friends. in Chartestown, that whenever the British 
forces should embark in their boats to cross into 
the country, two lanterns shou}d be shown in 
North Church steeple, and one, should th^y mwbi 
out by Roxbury. , 

Thus was the meditated blow, preparred for. he- 
fore it .was struck; and we almost smile at ^he 
tardy, prudence of the British commander, who, 
on Tuesday the eighteenth of April, despatched ten 
secgeants,.who were to dine at Cambridge, and at 
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nightfell scatter themselTOS on the roads from 
Boston to Concord, to prevent notice of the pro- 
jected expedition from reaching the country. 

At length the momentous hour arrives, as 
big with consequences to man, as any that ever 
struck in his history. The darkness of night is 
still' to shroud the rash and fatal measures, with 
which the liberty of America is hastened on. 
The highest officers in the British army are as 
yet ignorant of the nature of the meditated blow. 
At nine o'clock in the evening of the eighteenth, 
Lord Percy is sent for by the governor to receive 
the information of the design. On his way back 
to his lodgings, he finds the very movements, 
which had been just communicated to him in con- 
fidence by the commai^der in chief, a subject of 
conversation in a gronp of patriotic citizens in the 
street. He hastens back to General Gage and 
tells him he is betrayed ; ilnd orders are instantly 
given to permit no American to leave the town. 
But the order is five minutes too late. Dr War- 
ren, the President q( the Committee of Safety, 
though he had returned at nightfall from the meet- 
ing at West Cambridge, was already in possession 
of the whole design ; and instantly despatched 
two messengers to Lexington, Mr Williaiii Dawes, 
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who went out by Roxbury, and Colonel Paul 
Revere, who crossed to Charlestown. The Col- 
onel received this subfimons, at ten o'clock on 
Tuesday night ; the lanterns were immediately 
' lighted up in North Church steeple ; and in this 
way, before a man of the soldiery was embarked 
in the boats, the news of their coining was trav-* 
elling with the rapidity of light, through the 
country.* 

Having accomplished this precatttionary meas- 
ure. Colonel Revere repaired to the north part of 
the town, where he constantly kept a boat in read- 
iness, in which he was now rowed by two friends 
across the river, a little to the eastward of the 
spot where the Somerset man-of-war was moored^ 
between Boston and Charlestown. It was tl^n 
young Hood, the ship Was swinging round upon 
the tide, and the moon was just rising upon 
this midnight scene of srolemn anticipation* 
Colonel Revere was safely landed in Charies- 
town, where his signals had already been ob- 
served. He procured a horse from Deacon Lar^ 
kin for the further pursuit of his errand* That 
he would net be permitted to accomplish it, with- 
out risk of interruption, was evident from the in- 

* See note A. 
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formatiaii which he raoeived from Mr Richard 
DevenS) a member of the Committee of Safety, 
that on his way from West Cambridgie, where the 
committee sat, he had encountered several British, 
ojfficers, well armed and mounted, going up the road. 
At eleven o'clock. Colonel Revere started upon 
his eventful errand. After passing Charlestown 
neck, he saw two men on horseback under a tree. 
On approaching them he perceived them by the 
light of the moon to be British officers. One of 
them immediately tried to intercept, and the other 
to seize hioi. The Colonel instantly turned back 
towaid' Charle6tx>wn, and then struck into the 
Medford road. The officer in pursuit of him, 
endeavouring to cut faiiia off, plunged into a clay-, 
pond, in the corner between the two roads, and 
the Colonel escaped. He accordingly pursued 
has way to Medfoid, awoke the captain of the 
minute men there^ acnd giving the alarm at every 
house on the road, passed on through West Cam- 
bridge to Lexington, There he delivered his 
message to Messrs Hancock and Adams,* and 
there also he was shortly after joined by Mr 
William Dawes, the messenger who had gone out 
by Roxbury. 

* See note B. 
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After staying a short time at Lexington, Messrs 
Revere and Dawes, at about one o^clock of the 
morning of the nineteenth of April, started for 
Concord, to commonieate the intelligence there. 
They were soon overtaken on the way by Dr 
Samuel Prescott of Coneord, who joined thetn in 
giving the alarm at every house on the road. 
About half way from Lexington to Concord, while 
Dawes and Prescott were alarming a house on 
the road, Revere, being about one hundred rods in 
advance, saw two officers in the road, of the same 
appearance as those he had escaped in Charles^- 
town. He called to his companions tp assist him 
in forcing his way through them, but was himself 
instantly surrounded by four officers. These officers 
had previously thrown down the wall into an 
adjoining field, and the Americans, prevented from 
forcing their way onward, passed into the field* 
Dr Prescott, althongh the reins of his horse had 
been cut in the struggle with die officers, succeed- 
ed, by leaping a stone wall, in making his escape 
from the field and reaching Concord. Revere 
aimed at a wood, but was there encountered by 
six miMre officers, and was with his companion 
made prisoner. The British officers, who had 
already seized three other Americans, having 



learned from their prkonerdr that the whole coun- 
try was alarmed, thought it best for their own 
safety to hasten back, taking their prisoners with 
them. Near Lexington meetinghouse, on their 
return, the British officers heard the militia, who 
were on parade, firing a volley of guns. Terrified 
at this, they compelled Revere to give up his horse, 
and then pushing forward at full gallop, escaped 
down the road. 

The morning was how advanced to about 
four o'clock, nor was it then, known at Lexing- 
ton that the British were so near at hand. Col- 
onel Revere again sought Messrs Hancock and 
Adams at the house of the Reverend Mr Clark, 
and it was thought expedient by their friends, 
who had kept watch there during the night, that 
these eminent patriots should remove toward Wo- 
burn. Having attended them to a house on the 
Woburn road, where they proposed to stop, 
Colonel Revere returned to Lexington to watch 
the progress of events. He soon met a person at 
full gallop, who informed him that the British 
troops were coming up the road. Hastening now 
to the public house, to secure some papers of 
Messrs Hancock and Adams, Colonel Revere saw 
the British troops pressing forward in |ull array. 
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It was, «QW seveft hqurs,; 3iflfie th^^. .trq(^ , 
were pint in osotiaa: .Tbi^y werj? jo^u^st^re^d s^t^n 
o'doejL tof th^e lu^t . pre^pding, qa tbe .]^f]j^t^. 
Coi^iBpn, and einbarked^ to tljie ^umber pf ^ight 

of the Rriti^i squadron. They lajaded at Phi^ps' 
Farm, a little tp the south of Le.ch(uere's Point,, 
and. oa di^mbarking, a day's provisipn was dealt 
out to them. Pursuing the path across the 
marshes, they emerged into the old Charlestown 
and West Cambridge roadp 

And here let us, pausie ^ moment in the narra* 
tion, to a3k, who are the nj^n and what is the . 
cause ? Is it an anpj^ of Frenchmen and Cans^- 
diansi wljio ia ^rlier ^ays h^d often run the line 
between them and us, with havock and fire, and 
who have jaow come tp oay ba^jk the debt of 
defeat and. subjugation ? . Or is it their ancjent 
ally of the ii^pods, the stealthy sayage,— borne in 
his light canpe, with muffled oars, over the mid- 
night watersjT— creeping , like the feloja wolf 
through our villages, that he may start up at dawn, 
tQ wage a war of surprise, of plunder, and of hor- 
ror against the slumbering cradle and the defence- 
less fireside ? O no! It is the disciplined armies 

' ■ . . . ' J. 

of a brav£^ a christian, a kindred people ; led by 
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gallant officers, the choice sons of England ; and 
they are gohag to seize, and secure for the halter, 
men whose crime is, that they have dared to utter 
in the Englii^h tongue, on this side of the ocean, 
the principles which gave, and give England her 
standing among the nations ; they are going to 
plunge their swords in the breasts of men, who 
fifteen years before, on the plains of Abraham, 
stood, and fought, and conquered by their side. But 
they go not unobserved ; the tidings of their 
approach are travelling before them ; the faithful 
messengers have aroused the citizens from their 
slumbers ; alarm guns are answering to each other, 

* 

and spreading the news from village to village ; 
the tocsin is heard, at this unnatural hour, from 
steeples, that never before rung with any other 
summons than that of the gospel of peace ; the 
sacred tranquillity of the hour is startled with all 
the mingled sounds of preparation, — of gathering 
bands, and resolute though unorganized resistance. 
The Committee of Safety, as has been observed, 
had set, the preceding day, at West Cambridge ; 
and three of its respected members, Gerry, Lee, and 
Orne, had retired to sleep, in the public house, 
where the session of the committee was held. So 
difficult was it, notwithstanding all that had passed, 

4 
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to realize that a state of things conM ejtist, be- 
tween England and America, in which American 
citizens shouldlbe liable to be torn from their beds 
by an armed force at midnight, that the members of 
the Committee of Safety, though forewarned of tiie 
approach of the British troops, did not even think 
it necessary to retire from their lodgings. On the 
contrary, they rose from their beds and went to 
their windows to gaze on the unwonted sight, the 
midnight march of armies through the peacefid 
hamlets of New England. Half the column had 
already passed, when a flank guard was promptly 
detached to search the public house, no donbt in the 
design of arresting the members of the Committee 
of Safety, who might be there. It was only at 
this last critical moment, that Mr Gerry and his 
friends bethought themselves of flight, and without 
time eveii to clothe themselves, escaped naked into 
the fields. 

By this time Colonel Smith, who commanded 
the e:xpedition, appears to have been alarmed at 
the indications of a general rising throughout the 
country. The light infantry companies were now 
detached and placed under the command of Major 
Pitcaime, for the purpose of hastening forward, to 
secure the bridges at Concord ; and thus cut off 
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the co|Dinunication between this place and th6 
towns n9rth and west of it. Before thes^ conir 
pa&aes could reach Lexington, the ojfficers already 
mentionedt who had arreisted Colonel Revere, 
joined their advancing countrymen, and reported 
that five hundred men were drawn up in Lexing- 
ton, to resist the kingfs troops. On receiving this 
c^xaggexated account, the. British light infantry was 
halted, to give ,tirne forthe grenadiers to come 
up, that the whole. together might move forward 
to th^ werk of deaths 

The company assembled on Lexington Green, 
Wfaiqh the British o£^cers, iin their report, had 
^welled to five hundred, consisted of sixty or seven- 
ty of the militia of the place. Information had 
been received about nightfall, both by private 
meaxKS and b^y communications from the Commit- 
t/^e of Safety, that a strong party of officers had 
been seen on the road, directing their course to- 
ward Lexin^on. In ccmsequence of this intelli- 
gence, a body of about thirty of the militia, well 
armed, aissembled early in the evening ; a guard of 
eight man under Colonel William Munroe, then a 
sei^ant in the company, was stationed at Mr 
Clark's ; and three men were sent off to give the 
dann at Concord. These three messengers were 
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however stopped on their way^ a^s has he^m nsicpaktion- 
ed, by the British officers^ who had alreacly> pf^sed 
onward. One of their number, Elijah. SaiitlQijpon, 
has lately died at Saleo) at an advanced age«> A 
little after midnight^ ^s ha$ been qhservied, M^srs 
Revere and Dawes arrived with thp certain: 9iform- 
ation, that a very large body of the royal tfoops 
was in motion* The alarm wa3 npw gi^neFally 
given to the inhabitants of . Le^i^gtan, i^essengers 
were sent down the road to ascertain . the moive- 
ments of the tropps^^and the f»ilitia company under 
Captain John Parkpr .^ppe^ured on the gri^eq^. to 
the number of one huqflred. ai^d thirty* Tib^^oU 
was duly called at . thi^s ^ P wlous midnighf; ^iu^ter, 
and sooie answered to tj^ir. names for the last time 
on earth. The cqo^pwy was now or^eised ibo Joad 
with powder; aiid ball^. and awaited in anxiouis ox- 
pep tatifm th|e return, of those who bad bpen sent 
to reco9noitj;e the enemy. One of them» in .eon- 
sequeno? of Sipme misiiilormatioQi ^eturjied and re- 
ported that there wa$ no appearance of troops on 
the road from Boston. Under this harassing 
uncertainty and contradiction, the mililia were 
di^missed^ to await the return of the other expresses 
and with orders to be in readiness at the beat. of 
the (drum.. One of these messengers was made pcijB- 
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cmer by the Fritish, whose march was so Cautious, 
liiat they i^etnained undiscovered till within a mile 
dnd a half of Lexington n!ieetinghouse9 and time was 
seatce left for the last messenger to return with 
the tidings of their sCpproach. 

The new alarm was now given ; the bell rings, 
alarm . guns are fired, the drum beats to arms. 
Some of the miKtia had gone home, when dismiss- 

« 

ed ; bttt the greater part were iii the neighbouring 
hoases, and instaiAtl j obeyed the summons. Sixty or 
seventy appeared on the green and were drawn up 
• in double ranks. At Itfais moment the British Col- 
' umtk of eight hundred gleamii^g bayonets appears, 
' headed by their mounted commanders, their banners 
flying and drums beating a charge. To* engage 
them Hvith a handful of militia of course was mad* 
ness,-— to fly at the sight of them, they disdained. 
The British troops rush furiously on ; their com- 
manders, with mingled threats and execrations, 
bid the Americans lay down their arms' slnd disperse, 
and their own troopsr to fire. A moment's delay, 
ais of compmiction, follows. The order with vehe- 
ment iodprecations is repeated, and they fire. No 
one felk, and the band of self^^devoted heroes, most 
of whom had never seen such a body of troops 
be(c»re, stand firm in the front of an army^, outnum- 
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beriag them ten to one. Aaotber volley succeeds ; 
the killed and wounded drop, and it was not till 
they had returned the fire of the overwhelooiiag 
force, that the militia were driven from the field.* 
A scattered fire now succeeded on bodi sides wbil0 
the Americans remained in sight ; and the British 
troops were then drawn up on the green to fire a 
volley and give a shout in honor of the victory.* 

While these incidents were taking place^ and 
every moment then came charged with events which 
were to give a character to centuries, Hancock 
and AdamS) though removed by their friends from 
the immediate vicinity of the force sent to apprer 
hend them, were apprized, too faithfully, that the 
work of death was begun. The heavy and quick 
repeated voUies told them a tale, that needed no 
exposition, -^^wMch proclaimed that Great Britain 
had renounced that strong invisible tie which bound 
the descendants of England to the land of their 
fathenr, and had appealed to the right of the utrong^ 
est. The inevitable train of consequences burst 
in prophetic fulness upon their minds ; and the 
patriot Adams, forgetting the scenes of tnbulaliofl 
throughwhich America must pass to realise theprM^* 

* See note C. 
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pect, and heedless that the ministers of vengeance^ 
in overwhelming strength, were in close pursuit of 
his own life, uttered that memorabk exclamation » 
than which nothing more generous, nothing mort 
sublime can he found in the records of Grecian or 
Roman heroism, — " O, tvhat a glorious morning i^ 
this!'' 

Elated wkh ils success, the British army took 
up it« march toward Concord. The intelligence 
of the projected eiipedition had been communicated 
to this town by Dr Samuel Prescott, in the man- 
ner ahready described ; and from Concord had 
travelled onward in every direction. The interval 
was employed in removing a potion of the public 
stores to the neighbouring towns, while the aged 
and infirm, the women and children, sought refuge 
in the surrounding woods. About seven o'clock 
in the morning, the glittering arms of the British 
column were seen advancing on the Lincoln road. 
A body of militia from one hundred and *fifty to 
two hundred men, who had taken post for obser* 
vation on the heights above the entrance to the 
«own, retire at the approach of the army of the 
enemy, fast to the hill a little farther north, 
and then beyond the bridge. The British troops 
press forward into the town, and are drawn 
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up in front of the' courthodse. Parties aire > then < 
ordered out to' tt^ various spots where the pUUiB. . 
stores and arms wefe supposed to be depositeS* > 
Much h^d been removed to places 4^. safety end ^ 
something was saved by the prompt ^aiid infiocent > 
artifices of individuals. The destf uetion- of pltip^ ' 
erty and of arms was hasty arid inomnpi^te^ and ' 
considered as the object of anefnterptise of sneh ^ 
fatal consequences^ it standS' in shocking contrast 
with the waste of Mood by whicfe it-was effected. 

I am relating events, Whiehy though they; can ^ 
never be repeated more fre<]iieiitly than they i de>* - ? 
serve, are yet ^miliar 'to aU who hear me. J- need > 
not therefore attempt, nor would it be [wacti^abld i' 
did I attempt it, to recall the numerous interestiog \ 
occurrences of that ever ' ttieli)Ofable day* The 
reasonable iimfits of li publi<! ' ^oourse*^ mui^coit* > 
fine us to a setectldn of the more prominesit' inoi* • 
de^ts. 

It was the first care of the- British commtoder ' 
to cut off* the approach of the Americans froia the ; 
neighbouring towns, by destroying or occupying the ^ 
bridges. A party was immediately sent to the 
south bridge and tore it up. A force of six com'* \ 
panics, under Captains Parsons and Lowrie, wtt 
sent to the north bridge. Three companies imder 
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C^itdin rLowioo - were left to guacd it, aad three 
uniMrTQa]afaia:Fafsons proceeded to Colonel Bar- 
retf^sihonRiid, in: searcfa of pcovioeial stores* While 
t\iiYLW,m»)en^atged on Aaf erraj[id, the militia of 
Conooi^^ joinod by their brave brothrea from the 
neighb^in^ing tOH^nSr gt^thetpd on the hill opposite the 
ncirtb. briii^vii^^i' the eomfnai^d of Cplonel Rob- 
inslwanii> Major Btittfiek; . The British companies 
at the hridgft- H!^e. nojtv . apparently bewildered 
wi& the pefUst of thi^ir isituationi and began to 
teas np' the pfaalui * of the hridget ; not remembering 
thc^fthis woidd e^pos^ tlieir own party, then at 
CikmeltBan^t^s^ to certain aoid entire destruction. 
Thb' Amffrican^ on; the othi^r hpnd, resolved to 
kegep opent the : QOfttswink^tio^ with the town, and 
petcelving/tbedttetopt.whiph w^s tnade to destroy 
ther inridge^! wem imttiedidt^ly .piK.ifi moftion^ with 
orders dottbf girc tte. first .fire. . Th§y #aw .«ear to 
the bridge, the Acton company in front, led on by 
the l^aHant; Davis.. Thi^e alarm .g4ms. were firod 
inM tht water; by the British, without arresting 
tbe'marcfa of <»ir citizens. The signal for a gene- 
ra} discharge is then made ; — ^a British sddier steps 
from the ranks and fires at Major Buttrick. The 
batt passed between his arm and his side, and 
3lightiy ivQonded Mr Luther Blancbard> wJ^o $tood 
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near him. A volley instantly fallowed} and Cap* 
tain Davis was shot through the heart, gallantly 
marching at the head of the Acton militia against 
the choice troops of the British line. A private of 
his company, Mr Hosmer of Acton, also fell at 
his side. A general action now ensued, which 
terminated in the retreat of the British party, after 
the loss of several killed and wounded, toward the 
centre of the town, followed by the brave band 
who had driven them from their post. The ad- 
vance party of British at Colonel Barrett's Was 
thus left to its fate ; and nothing would have been 
more easy than to effect its entire destruction* 
But the idea of a declared war had yet scarcely 
forced itself, with all its consequences, into the 
minds of our countrymen; and these advanced 
companies were allowed to return unmolested to 
the maiil bs^nd. ' 

It was now twelve hours since the first alarm 
had been given^ the evening before, of the raedir 
ta ted expedition. The swift watches of that 
eventful^ night had scattered the tidings far and 
wide ; and widely as they spread, the people rose 
in their strength. The genius of America, on thk 
the morning of her emancipation, had sounded her 
fao) n over the plains and upon the mountains ; and the 
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in^igimiU jeomanry of the; laind, armed wkh the 
weapons which had done service in their fathers' 
haads, poured to the spot where this new and 
Btrange tragedy was actiag. The old New Eng- 
land drumSy that had beat at Louisburgh, at Quebec, 
at Martinique, at the Havana, were now sounding 
on all the roads to Concord. There were officers 
ia the British line, that knew the sound ; — ^they 
had heard it, in the di^dly breach, beneath the 
black, deep- throated engines of the French an4 
Spanish castles. With the British it was a ques- 
Akm nb Idnger of protracted hostility, nor even of 
halting long enough to rest their exhausted troops^ 
after a weary night's march, and all the labor, 
confusion, and distress of the day's efforts. Their 
dead were hastily buried in the^ public square ; 
their w<^u]ided placed ii| the vehicles which the 
town afforded ; and a flight commenoed^ to which 
iHm annals of Britinh war£ire will hardly affoiitd a 
parallel. On all the neighbouring hills Wiere^ mul- 
titudes firomthe surrounding country, of the unarm- 
ed and' infirm, of women and of children, who had 
fled from the terrors and the perils of the plunder 
asid conflagration of their homes ; or were collect- 
edi with fearful curiosity, to mark the progress of 
tlos storm of war. The psmic fears of a calamitouii 
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jStght, on the part of the Bxitisb» traQSlbfmed thid 
inolfeDsii^e) timid throng into a threatening a]>- 
raj of armed men ; and there was too much 
reason for the misconception. Eivety height of 
groandi within reaoh of the line of mareh^ .wais 
covered with the indignant avengers of their 
slaughtered brethren. The.BritiisbJight companieB 
were sent out to great distances as jBanking par^ 
ties^ but who was to flank the flankers ? Every 
patch of trees, every rock, every stream of watei^ 
every building, every stoae wall, was lined (I use 
the words of a British oiBoer in the battle), was 
lined with an uninDermitted fire. Every tiosa^* 
road opened a new ayonue to the assailants; 
Through one of these the gallant Brooks lead up 
the minnitemen of^Rendingi At another defile, they 
wereencpUQtened by the Lexington militia, under 
jCapt^ifv Parker, who, undismayed at the loss of 
moF^ tb^U/ a tenth of. their number in killed and 
wounded, i« tji^ mo^niQg, had rqtur^iied to the ccbt 
fliot, , At first the; contest was. kept up by th^ 
British, with all the skill and valor of veteran 
troops. To ^military eye it wai^ not aif: unequal 
contest. The commander was not, ot ought not 
to h^ve been, taken by surprise. Eight hundred 
picked , mmr^ grenadiers . and light infantry, ftpip 
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the English avmy, were no doubt considered by 
Geaeml Gage a very ample det^c^hment to marbh 
eighteen or twenty miles through an open cotfntry ; 
tod arery fair match for all the resistance which 
could be made by onjH^epared husbandmen, without 
concert, discipline, > or leaders. With about ten 
times their number, the Grecian commander had 
forced a march out of the wrecks of a field of 
battle and defeat, through the b&trbarous nations 
of Aua, for thirte^fi long months, from the plains 
0f Babylon to the Black sea, through forests^ 
defiles, and deserts, which the foot of civilized 
iBan had never trod. It was the American cause,*— 
its Jkoly foundation in truth and right, its strength 
and life in the hearts of the people, that converted 
what would naturally have been the undisturbed 
march of a strong, well ^provided army, into a rab- 
ble rout of terror and death. It was this, which 
sowed the fields of our pacific villages^ With drag- 
tm^s teeth ; which nerved the arm of age ; called 
the ministers and servants of the church into the 
hot fire; and even filled with strange passion and 
manly strength the heart and the arm of the strip- 
ling. A British historian, to paint the terrific 
aspect of things that presented itself to his coun- 
trymen, declares that the rebels swarmed upon the 
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hills, as if they dropped from the douds. Before 
the flying troops had reached Lexington^ theb 
rout was ontire. Some of the officers had been 
made prisouers, some had been killed, and several 
womided, and among them the commander in chief. 
Colonel Smith. The ordinary means of preserv-^ 
in^ discipline failed ; the wounded, in chaises and 
wagons, pressed to the front and obstrncted tba 
road ; wherever the flanking parties, from tho 
nature of the ground, were forced to come in,« th0 
line of march was crowded and broken ;^ the ammtt^ 
nition began to fail ; and at length the entire body 
was on a full run* ^^ We attempted," say« ai 
British officer already quoted^ ^^ to stop the men 
and form them two deep, but to no purpose ; the 
confusion rather increased than- lessened." . An 
English historian says, the British, soldierst werd 
driven before the Americans like sheep ; till, by a 
last desperate efibrt, the officers succeeded infbrcT 
ing their way to the front,*" when they presented 
their swords and bayonets against the breasts- of 
their own men, and told them, if they advanced they 
should die." Upon this they began to form^ under 
what the same British officer pronounces ^} ^ very 
heavy fire," which must soon have led to the dc'^ 
struction or capture of the whole corps. At this 
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critical moment, it pleased Providence that a rem- 
forcenwnt should arrive. Colonel Smith had sent 
bacH a messenger from Lexington to apprize Gen- 
eral Gage of the check he had there received, and 
of the alarm which was running through the coun- 
try. Three regiments of infantry and two divis- 
ions of marines with two fieldpieces, under the 
command of Brigadier General Lord Percy, were 
accordingly detached. They marched out of 
Boston, through Roxbury and Cambridge,* and 
came up with the flying party, in the hour of their 
extreme peril. While their fieldpieces kept the 
Americans at bay, this reinforcement drew up in 
a hollow square, into which, says the British histori- 
aift, they received the exhausted fugitives, " who lay 
down on the ground, with their tongues hanging 
from their mouths, like dogs after a chase.'' 

A half an hour was given to rest ; the march 
was then resumed ; and under cover of the field- 
pieces, every house in Lexington, and on the road 
downwards, was plundered and set on fire. Though 
the flames in most cases were speedily extinguished, 
several houses were destroyed. Notwithstanding 
the attention of a great part of the Americans was 
thus drawn ofi"; and although the British force 

* See note D* 



40 

was uow more than doubled, their retmat dtiH 
wore the a^[)ect of a flight. The Amei3catl9 ifiited 
the heights that overiiung the road, atid'frt' etfevy* 
defile, the struggle was sharp and^ bloody; 'At' 
West Cambridge, the gallant Wasrreifa^' never idis^" 
taat when dajnger was to ibe^bimted/apjpeaibed 'ia' 
the field, and a musket ball soon cut iofi* a Idck of 
hair from his temple. General Heath wm with bini, ^ 
nor does there appear till tbis moBientyto have' 
been any efiective comrriand: aiBong the Aibdrioan 
forces. \ 

Below West Cambridge, the militia from Dor* 
Chester, Roxbury, and Brookline came up^ > The* 
British fieldpieres began to lose their terroh A * 
sharp skirmish folk)wed, and many fell oh >both 
sides* Indignation and outraged humanity strug- 
gled on the ooe hand^ veteran discipline and des-' 
peration x)n the other ; and the contest, in more 
thaa one instance, was man to man, and bayonet 
to < bayonet. 

The British officers had been compelled to de- 
scend from their horses to escape the certain destruc- 
tion, which attended their exposed situation. The 
wounded, to the number of two hundred, now pre- 
sented the most distressing and constantly increas- 
ing obstruction to the progress of the march. 
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N^r Ott0 hundired brave men had* fallen in this 
^i»3&;trQua fli^bt; «- considerable number had bec«i 
iQ^de. pvisdnarat .a rottnd or two of aHimunition 
opily re toaibed i; . and il was not till late in the 
evetingi, mewAy ' twtnty^^&vx hoors from thef time 
wJien th^.fifiBt fletachment was/put in motiony that 
the .^^&bausf ed > >remnaati tc^siebed the heights o( 
Charlastowa. ^j Tker btofcs; of the vessels of war 
were^: immediately • idmjfloD^ed to transport the 
i/^a^ndodj; the i^eniadniitgit^Baritish troops in Boston 
came over to Charlestown to protect their weary 
coimtlymeii duringi tfae^ night ; and before the close 
of Ihe neiit day the royal army was formally be* 
sieged in fiostofi, ! ^^ 

,i '3uc|i9 fellow' ciliizekiBf; imper£fec11y^ ^sketched in 
their, outline^ w*ei!e thei^iwits of rthe day we cele-' 
bratei; ^ dayas impontaiitras ahyTeeovded in the 
history of man* Such ^^me the i first bf a series of 
actioofi^ that' ba^e extensively ^cjiavf^ and' are 
every day more extensively changing the c^ndititon 
and prospects of the kumaii raee. Suoh^ Were the 
perilsrsubh: the sulSerings of (Hir fathers, which it 
has pleased Pxovidence to crown with a blei^siBg 
beyond the most sanguine hopes of those who 
then venliiired their all in the cause. 
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It is a proud anniversary for our neighbourhood* 
We have cause for honest complacency, that when 
the distant citizen of oui* own republic, when the 
sttanger irom foreign lands, inquires for the spots 
where the noble blood of the revolution began to 
flow, where the first battle of that great and glori- 
ous contest was fought, he is guided through the 
villages of Middlesex, to the plains of Lexington 
and Concord. It is a cojfnmemoration of our soil, 
to which ages, as they pass, will add dignity and 
interest ; till the names of Lexington and Concord, 
in the annals of freedom^ will stand by the side of 
the mbst honourable names in Roman or Gredan 
story. 

It was one of those great days, one of those 
elemental occasions in the world's affairs^' when 
thb people rise; and act for themselves. Somd 
organization and preparation had been made ; > but, 
from the Mture of- the caise, with scarce any effect 
on the everits of that day. It may be doubted, 
whether there was an efficient order givep the 
whble'day to any body of men, as large as* a regi- 
ment. It was the people, in their fiifst capacity, 
as citizens arid as freemen^ starting froln iheir beds 
at midnight, from their firesides, and from dieir 
fields, to take their own cause into their own 
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bands. Such a spectacle is the height of the moral 
sublime ; when the want of every thing is fully 
made up by the spirit of the cause ; and the soul 
within stands in place of discipline, organization, 
resourceis. In the prodigious efforts of a veteran 
army, beneath the dazzling splendor of their 
array, there is something revolting to the reflective 
mind. The ranks are filled with the desperate, 
the miercenary, the depraved ; an iron slavery, by 
the name of subordination, merges the free will of 
one hundred thousand men, in the unqualified des* 
potism of one ; the humanity, mercy, and remorse, 
which scarce ever desert liie individual bosom, are 
sounds without a meaning to that fearful, ravenous^ 
irrational monster of prey, a mercenary army. 
It is hard to say who are most to be, comiQiserat-^ 
ed, the wretched people on whom it is let loose, 
or the still more wretched people wliose substance 
has been sucked out, to nourish it iato strengtii 
and fury. But in the efibrts of the people, of 
the people struggling for ,their rights, moving not 
in organized, disciplined masses, but in their spou- ^ 

taneous action, man for man, and heart for heart, — 
though I like not war nor any of its works,-^ 
there is something glorious. They can then move 
forward without orders, act together without combi- 
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iHation, and brave the flaming iine^ of battle, with* 
out eatrenchments to oover, or walk to shield 
them. No dissolute camp has wora off from the 
feelings of the jouthful soldier the freshness oi 
that home, where his mother and his sisters^ sit 
waiting, with tearful eyes and aching hearts, to 
hear good news from the wars ; no long service in 
the ranfcs of a conqueror has turned the veteran's 
heart into marble; their valor springs not from 
recklessness, from habit, from indifference to the 
preservation of a life, knit by no pledges to the life 
of others. But in the strength and spirit of ibe 
cause ahine they act^ they oontend, they bleed. : In 
this, tiiey conquer. The people always conquer* 
They always must conquer. Armies may be .de- 
feated ; kings may be^ overthrown, and . new 
dynasties imposed by foseign arms on an ignorant 
and slavish- race, that care not in what language 
the. cov^enant of their subjection runs, nor in 
whose name the deed of their barter and safe' is 
made out « Bat the. people never invade; apd 
when they rise against the invader, are never sub* 
dued. If they are driven from the plains, they, fly 
to the mountains. Steep rocks and evjerlaating 
hills are their castles ; the tangled, pathless thicket 
their pali^ado, and nature, — God, is their ally. 
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Now be overwbdims the hosts of their enemies 
beneath hii^ drifting monntaiDs of sand ; now he 
famries them beneath a falling atmosphere of polar 
snows; he lets loose his tempests on their fleets ; 
he puts a folly into their counsels, a madness into 
the haarits of their, leaders ; and never gave and 
smd never will give a full and final triumph over a 
virtuous, gallaat^ peopfev resolved to be free. 

Theore is amQtherieflection, which deserves to 
be made, w^e we. dwell on the events of the 
nideteenth of Aprik It was the work of the 
ea»ntry* The dttes of Amarica, particularly the 
nietro^lis of our own state, bore their part nobly 
in l;he revolutionary contest. It is nx>t unjust to 
say, that nwcb of the spirit which animated Amer- 
iea^i particularly before the great appeal to arms, 
grew out of die comparison of opinions and conoert 
of . fieisliilg, which might not have existed, wkboul; 
the .convenience of assembling which our lai^e 
towiisaiBbrd. But if we must look to the city lor 
a part of the impulse, we must look to the country 
at largo, for the heart to be moved,--^for the strength 
and vigor to persevere in the motion. It was the 
great happiness of America, that her cilies were no 
larger, no more numerous, no nearer to each other; 
that the strength, the intelligence, the spirit of the 
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people were diffiised over [dains, and encamped 
on the hitts. 

' In most of the old and powerful slates of £iiix>pe9 
the nation is identified with the capital, and the cap«> 
ital with the court. France must fall with the cit- 
izens of Paris, and the citizens of Paris with a ft^w 
eourtiens, cabinet ministers, and princes. No doubt 
the English ministry thought that by holding Bos« 
t(Mi, they held New England ; that the country 
was conquered in advance, by the military occu* 
pation of the great towns. They did not know 
that every town and village in America had discuss* 
ed the great questions at issue for itself ; and in 
its town-meetings, and committees of correspond* 

enee and safety, had come to the resolution, that 
America must not be taxed by England. The: Eng^ 

lish ^veroment did not understand ^*— we- hardly 
understood, ouriselves, till we saw it in action, — 
the operation of a state of society, where evejry man 
is or may be a freeholder, a voter for every elec- 
tive office, a candidate for every one ; where the 
ineans of a good education are universally accessi- 
ble ; where the artificial distinctions of society are 
known biit in a slight degree ; where glaring con- 
trasts of cpndition are rarely met with ; where few 
^re raised by the extreme of wealth above their 



47 

fellow-men, and fewer sunk by Ae extreme of 
poverty beneath it. The English ministry had 
not reasoned upon tl^ natural growth of such a 
soil ; that it could not permandntly bear either d 
colonial, or a monarchical government ; that the 
only true and native growth of such a soil Was a 
perfect independence and an intelligent republican*' 
ism; Independence, because such a country must 
disdain to go over the water to filid another to 
protect it; Republicetnism, because the people of 
such a country must disdain< to look up for protect 
tion to any one class among' themselves. The entire 
action of these prmciples was unfolded to the world 
on the nineteenth of April, 1 775. Without waiting 
to take an impulse from any thing but their owa 
iNTasts, and in defiance of the whole exerted powers 
of the British empire, the yeomanry of the country 
rose as a man, and set their lives on this dear stake 
of liberty. 

When we look back oti the condition in which 
Ameri^ stood on the 19tb of April, 1775; and 
comfjare it with that in which it stands this day, 
we can find no language of gratitude with wkiefa 
to do justice to those, who took the lead in the 
revolutionary cause. The best gratitude, the best 
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thanks, will be aa imitation of tbc^n^exjaliifpk. :Il 
would be aa exceedingly naprqw.vie^W) of ithsiparfe 
assigned to this country on the )Stag^voC(|th$ «iitt 

tions, to coni^idejr the ermtion of 'an JMeponddnlt 
and representaU^e. g^v^tfiwii^.^ntb^^ptkyifdkk^lj 
object at .mimhtim^ MWohi1io9L^^umf^i)\^tid)i\iimi 
only politioal, iinf^o^Qnle«jt i . whieh^- oiir Idnlji rnen^ 
quires. Thfise lare . twQ aUtim^Ctanft 9tep^k inctead, ' 
in the wpf k , of oEielior^tijaig )|h0 > ^tate 4f / society ^ 
The first gives the people^ipl Aa»«ri«a stbe»sw*^^reisgit/ 
power of carrying atfi>:tWiU.tinta) esomtioni) > dk^ 
second furnishes an equitabb9:;8uMt cioi)ivedie«ili nipd^. 
of ascertaining >vh^tjtb^ tWtU of the ^peop^iibii 
But shall we st^^ b^in? ? ; shaS W6tn)aka)nQ>u9e>0fj 
these two eftginesi by ;who^^:cambfli]piedT aotioiio 
every incitvid«K|} mind ei^j^ lOf shtoe/ih thoisore^^ 
reignpower :pf tiiisl gr^tnoation? 'Mioirt 6f the^ 
civil and social insKitii<iftnsK)wbieh;s<iiUt cabistvidn' 
the countryj9)W^ra';broughl%! Qur;f2itfaiEsrs^.ff6m(iihe 
old world, i^nd ai^ sthingly im^msssed iwMitha'^ 
character of the stitfeofeiocipt^ which Ihete'^evkiLs;'/ 
Under the influenc^e of necessity, thtee ^inslitv^^ ' 
tipns hare been partially reformed, and' isindeveNi, ^ 
to a certain degree^ hatmonious withthenatdretofx; 
a popular goverom^Qt. But much remains tcr^be^ 
done, tp make the work of jevolation qomplele^ 
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The ^vMe business of public mstraction, of the 
adwnidtr^tioa of justice^ 'rf' military defence in 
time of pedce^ needs to be r^^volutiohized ; that is, 
to botirefriged and made entirely conforaiable- to tho 
itaterdktisi aiid wishes of til^e great mass. It is tinier 
iashdpt^'to-aotvpoit the maxim in which the wis- 
dom ^f all ages'is wrapped tip, the voice of the 
pEoriiE i^ifliS*«vbf«pB Olp €>oD. Apart from in- 
spired revMatiotif thele ;iS' no way, in which the 
will of heaven 49 ifiad^ known, bat by the sound, 
oiUeetive t^ensc of the* tnajOrity of men. It is 
given ' to «o privBeged family, to no hereditary 
rider ; i it is given td nfO coin niatiding genius ; it is 
gtven-to lio^ learned sage ; it is* ^ven to no circle 
o£<men to pronounce this i|acred vc^e. It must 
be»iittered by the^ people^ inihmr »wto oipacity ; 
andi whensoever it isutt^reil, I sUy not ' it oiigfat 
to be^bot that it wiUbe obeyed; » > 

But- it i» time to relieve your patielfioe. - I need 
not labor to impress you with a sense of tlie daty, 
which devolves on- those, whose tares achieved the 
ever memorable exploits of this day. The lesson, 
I know, has not been lost upon you. Nowhere 
have the spirit and principles of the levolution 
preserved tbiemselves in greater purity; nowhere 
have the institutions, to which, the revoliition led^ 
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been more firmly cherished. The toils and suffer- 
ings of that day were shared by a glorious band 
of patriots, whose name was ycmr boast while 
living ; whose memory yoii will never cease to 
cherish. The day we comtoemorate called the 
noble farmer of Middlesex — ^the heroic Prescott — to 
the field, and impelled him, not to accept^ but to 
solicit the post of honor and danger, on the 17th 
of June : — noble I call him, for wtien did coronet 
or diadem ever confer distinction, like the glory 
which rests on that man's name. In the perils of 
this day, the venerable Gerry bore his part. This 
was the day, which called the lamented Brooks 
and Eustis to their country's service ; which en- 
Hsted them, blooming in the freshness and beauty 
of youth, in that sacred cause, to which the 
strength of thefr nfianhobd and the grey hairs of 
their age were devoted. The soil which holds 
their honored dust shall neVer be unworthy of 
them. 

What pride did you not justly feel in that soil, 
when you lately welcomed the nation's guest — the 
Venerable champion of America — to the spot, where 
that first note of struggling freedom was uttered, 
which sounded across the the Atlantic, and drew 
him from all the delights of life, to enlist in our 
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cause. Her^9 you could tell hhn» our fathers 
fought, and fell, before they knew whether another 
arm would be raised to second them. — No Wash- 
ington had appeared to lead, no Lafayette had 
ha^itened to assist^ no charter of independence had 
yet bveathed the hreaith of life into the cause, when 
the 19th of April called our fathers to the field. 
What remains^.tben, but to guard the precious 
birthrighft of our. liberties ; to draw from the soil 
wh^ch we inhabit, a. consistency in the principles 
so nobly vindicated, so sacredly sealed thereon* 
It shall never be sfaid, wbile distant regions, 
whei?98oever the temples. of freedom are reared, 
are aexujing back their hearts to the plains of Lex- 
ington and Concord, for their brighest and purest 
examples of patriotic daring, that we whose lives 
are c£(8t on these favoured spots, can become in- 
' different to the e^ortatioa, which, breathes to us 
from every sod of the M^lley. Those principles, 
which others may adopt on the colder ground of 
their reason and their truth, we are bound to sup- 
port by the dearest and deepest feelings. Where- 
soever the torch of liberty shall expire, where- 
soever the manly simplicity of our land shall perish 
beneath the poison of luxury, wheresoever the cause 
which called our fathers this day to arms, and the 
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prinQipfes which sustained their hearts in that stern 
encountar, may be deserted or betrayed, — it shall 
not, jfeUow citizens, it shall not be, on the soil 
which W3^ poistened with their Uood. The names 
of Marathon and Thermopylae, after ages of sub- 
jectigtn^ still n^rve the ajrm of th^ Grecian patriot ; 
and should the foot of a tyrant^.or of a slave^ ap- 
proach these, yen/era^ted spots, tha ^noUe hearts that 
bled at Lexington and Concord, ''^ all dust as tbey 
are,''* would beat beneath the 3od with indigna- 
tion. 

Honor, this day, to the- yen($rable survivors of 
that momentous day, whieh tried men's souls. 
Great is the h^ppin^ss they are permitted to enjoy, 
in uniting, within the compass of their own expe* 
rience, the doubtful struggles and. the full bkHnrn) 
ptrosperity of out^ happy kwod. May they share the 
welfaie they witness! around them ; it is thb work 
of thoir hands, the fruit of their toils, the price of 
their lives freely hazarded that their children 
might live free. Bravely they dared ; patiently, 
aye more than patiently, —heroically, pi^isly, 
they suffered ; . largely, richly, may they enjoy. 
Most of their companions are already departed ; 
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let us i«*iew our tribute of reiq)ect this day f o their 
honored memoiy. ' Nlmlhers present will recol- 
kct the affecting solemnitieSy ttith which jou ac- 
Gompanied to his last home, the brare, the lament^ 
ed Buttrick. ^ With trailing banneri^, aind mourtiful 
music, and all the touching ensigns of military 
sorrow, you followed the bier of the fallen soldier, 
orer the ground whete he led the determined band 
of patriots on the mom of the revolution. 

But chiefly to those who fell ; to those who stood 
in the breach, at the breaking of that day of blood 
at Lexington ; to those who joined in battle and 
died honorably, fafcing the foi3 at Concord; to 
those who fell in the gallant' pursuit of the flying 
enemy ;— 4et us this day pay a tribute of grateful 
admiration. The old and the young ; the grey- 
haired veteran, the stripling in the flower of youth ; 
husbands^ fathers, brethren, sons ;-*^they stood side 
by side^ and fell together, like the beauty of Israel 
on their high places. 

We have founded this day a mcmnment to their 
memory. When the hands that rear it are motion- 
less, when the feeble voice is silent, which speaks 
our fathers' praise, the engraven stone shall bear 
witness to other ages, of our gratitude and their 
worth. And ages still farther on, when the mon- 
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uinent itself, like those who build it, shall have 
crumbled to dust, the happy aspect of the land 
which our fathers redeemed, the liberty they 
achieved, the institutions they founded, shall re* 
main one common, eternal monument to their 
precious memory. 



NOTES. 



Note A^ page 20. 

¥hat the lanterns were observed in Charlestown^ we are 
ioformed by Colonel Revere^ in the interesting communicatioo 
in the Collections of the Historical Society^ from which this 
part of the narrative is chiefly taken. A tradition by private 
channels has descended^ that these lanterns in the North Church 
were quickly noticed by the officers of the British army^ on 
duty dn the evening of the 18thv To prevent the alarm being' 
communicated by these signals into the country^ the Britisli^ 
officers^ who had noticed them^ hastened to the church to ex- 
tinguish them. Their steps were heard on the stairs in the 
tower of the church, by the sexton, who had lighted the lanterns. 
To escape discovery, he himself extinguished the lanterns, and 
passing by the officers on the stairs, concealed himself in the 
vaults of the church. He was, a day or two after, arrested, 
while discharging the duties of his office at a funeral, tried, and 
condemned to death ; but respited on a threat of retaliation 
from Ges. Washington, and finally exchanged. This anecdote 
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tiras related to me, with many circumstances of particularity^ 
by one who had often heard it from the sexton himself. 



Note B^page 21. 

The manner in which Colonel Revere was received at Lex- 
ington, which is not related in his own letter, will appear from 
the following extract from the deposition of Colonel William 
Munroe, which, with several other similar interesting docu- 
ments, forms a part of the Appendix to the pamphlet alluded 
to in the next note. 

^^ About midnight, Colonel Paul Revere rode up and request- 
ed admittance. I told him the family had just retired, and re- 
quested they might not be disturbed by any noise about the 
house. ^ Noise !' said he, ^ you ^11 have noise enough before 
long. The regulars are comii^ out.' We then permitted him 
to pass.'' p. S3. 



Jiote C, jH^e 30. , 

It will be perceived, that, in drawing up the account of the 
transactions at Lexington, reference has been had to the testi- 
mony contained in the pamphlet lately published, entitled^ 
*^ History of the Battle at Lexington, on the morning of the 19th 
of Aprils 1775. By Elias Phinney.'' WhUe in this pamphlet 
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aeverid interetHm; fttctt are added, on the strength of the de» 
posdtions oi^Hr^fMng actors in the seene^ to the accounts pre- 
viottifly existing; there is nothing, perhaps, in them, which 
may not be reconciled with those previously existing accountii^ 
if due allowance be made for the sole object for which the lal« 
ter were originally published^-^to show that the British were the 
aggres8ors,;-r-for th^ hurry and. cqnftislon of the moment; and 
ibr the di&reQl; a$pfac^t of the scene as. witnessed by different 
|>ersoiia, fro^ 4i0rei;ent points of view. It has, however, been 
iny aim not .to .fi^onou^ce 9JQ questions in controversy ; but to 
state the i^Dpression left 9n my own mind after an attentive 
examination of all the evidence. 



M'qte t)tp^e 39. 



. I. • 



An interesting anecdote relative to this march of Lord Percy 
has been communicated to me by a veteran of the Revolution, 
who bore his part in the events of the day. Intelligence hav- 
ing been prcnnptly received of Lord Percy's being detached, the 
Selectmen of Cambridge^by .erd0r of the Committee of Safety, 
caused the^ pl^anks of the. Old Bridge to be taken up. Had this 
been effectually done, it would have arrested the progress of 
Lord Percy. But the planks, though all taken up, instead of 
being thrown into the river or removed to a distance, wer^ 
piled up on the causeway, at the Cambridge end of the bridge. 
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But little time was therefore lost by Lord Percy, in sendii^ 
over men upon the string-pieces of the bridge, who replaced 
the planks, so as to admit the passage of the troops. This was, 
however, so hastily and insecurely done, that when a convoy 
of provision wagons, with a sergeant's guard, which had follow- 
ed in the rear of the reinforcement, reached the bridge, the 
planks were found to be too loosely laid to admit a safe pas- 
sage ; and a good deal of time was consumed in adjusting them.. 
The convoy at length passed ; but after such a delay, that Lord 
Percy's army was out of sight. The officer who commanded 
the convoy was unacquainted with the roads, and was misdi- 
rected by the inhabitants at Cambridge. Having at last, after 
much lost time, been put into the right road, the body of troops 
under Lord Percy was so far advanced, as to afford the convoy 
no protection. A plan was accordingly laid and executed by 
the citizens of West Cambridge (then Menotomy) to arrest this 
convoy. The alarum-list, or body of exempts, under Captain 
Frost, by whom this exploit was effected, acted under the di- 
rection of a negro, who had served in the French war ; and 
who, on this occasion, displayed the utmost skill and spirit. 
The history of Gordon, and the other accounts which follow 
him, attribute the capture of the convoy to the R^. Dr Payson 
of Chelsea. Those who have farther information alone can 
judge between the two accounts. The Rev. Mr Thaxter^ of 
Edgartown, in a letter lately published in the United States 
Literary Gazette, has ascribed the same exploit to the Rev. 
Edward Brooks of Medford. Mr Brooks early hastened to th9 
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fi'eld as a v6lunteer that day ; and is said to have preserved the 
life of Lieut. Gould of the 18th regiment^ who was made 
prisoner at Concord Bridge ; but there is, I believe, no 
ground for ascribing to him the conduct of the ajQTair in ques- 
tion. 
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